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WASHINGTON, JAN. 28, 1974 .•• Congressman E de la Garza, D-1l!x.,
Chairman of the House Agriculture Subcommittee on Government Operations,
today announced that the Subcommittee will hold public hearings Feb. 6
on the planned consolidation of U.S. Department of Agriculture field
offices.
"Since the Department announced last November 21 that it proposes
to establish so-called one-stop service centers through location of some
of the Department's agencies under a single roof," said Congressman de la
Garza, "we have received numerous inquiries as to exactly what changes are
contemplated, and a number of complaints of the changes already mentioned.
"It is our purpose to have those USDA officials concerned with
this matter to come before our Subcommittee and explain what they have in
mind. We certainly don't want them to come up with a program merging some
offices in the name of efficiency and leaving it a lot more difficult for
farmers in some areas to get to a new location."
It was at a meeting in Temple, Tex., of officials of the Agri-
cultural Stabilization Service (ASCS), Soil Conservation Service (SCS),
Federal Crop Insurance Corporation (FCIC) and Farmers Home Administration
(FHA) from throughout the United States that the one-stop service plan was
unfolded. Those officials were instructed by Secretary of Agriculture
Earl Butz to return to their respective states and work up plans for the
co-location of these four agencies under a single roof where this was
possible.
Much concern has been voiced by persons who fear this may mean
closing down of some county offices of these agencies so that farmers in
many instances would have to go to another county to get service. Comments
sent into the USDA offices here are now being reviewed as more firm proposals
are being drafted.
Assistant Secretary of Agriculture Joe Wright, who participated
in the Temple meeting, is scheduled to testify at the de la Garza Sub-
committee hearing.
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